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Pre-Therapy Workshop Level I - Dion Van Werde

This workshop repeats last year’s highly successful course and is condensed into a two-day intensive learning experience. This Level I course will provide the foundation for Dion’s forthcoming Level II training available only to those people who have completed level I courses.

In this Level I course, Dion will introduce Prouty’s Pre-Therapy to people who are interested in and/or work with persons who function on a low contact level. Time will be spent to lay out the basis for understanding and to practice this way of offering contact. 

Prouty’s work will be situated in the field of person-centred theory and praxis (versus Rogers, Gendlin). Live demonstrations will be given, as well as examples on video tape, and case material can be presented. People are invited to role play to experientially learn about this method. 

As much as possible, attention will be given to the particular fields of the application and the translations to be made given the caregiver’s role (nurse; psychotherapist; psychiatrist; physiotherapist; occupational therapist…), setting (residential; ambulatory...) and client population (acute or chronic psychosis; moments of dissociation; people with special needs with added mental problems; withdrawnness due to depression; dementia; dying..). Although the technique of giving contact reflections seems easy (the situational; facial; word-for-word; body and reiterative reflections), it is a real art of existential empathy.

Dates: 
Friday 28th September & Saturday 29th September 2007

Times: 
Friday 9.30 am - 5.30 pm & Saturday 9 am - 3.30 pm

Venue: 
Jordanhill Campus

Group size: 
16 - 25

Cost:
£195 (£50 deposit) or £175 if paid in full by Friday 3rd August 2007

Facilitator:
Dion Van Werde is a psychologist who specialises in Client-Centred/Experiential Psychotherapy at the University of Leuven, Belgium. He is a supervisor of the Flemish Client-Centred/Experiential Association, member of the Editorial Advisory Board of the PCEP World Journal, and Coordinator and Trainer of the Pre–Therapy International Network. Dion is also a Psychologist in Ghent, Belgium, on a residential ward for treating people with psychotic features, where he translated Prouty’s Pre-Therapy into the creation of a multidisciplinary ward contact milieu.

Co- author of:

Prouty, G., Van Werde, D. & Portner, M. (2002), Pre-Therapy. Ross-On-Wye, PCCS Books.

Author of several publications on Pre-Therapy

Van Werde, D. (1994) An Introduction to Client-Centred Pre-Therapy & Dealing with the Possibility of Psychotic Content in a Seemingly Congruent Communication. In: Mearns, D. (Eds), Developing Person-Centred Counselling. London, Sage, 121-128 (second edition 2002).

Van Werde, D. (1998) Anchorage as a Core Concept in Working with Psychotic People.  In: Thorne, B. & Lambers, E. (Eds). Person-Centred Therapy: a European Perspective. London, Sage, 195-205.

Van Werde, D. (2002) Prouty’s Pre-Therapy and Contact-Work with a Broad Range of Persons’ Pre-Expressive Functioning. In: Wyatt, G. & Sanders, P. (Eds.) Rogers’ Therapeutic Conditions: Evolution, Theory and Practice. Volume 4: Contact and Perception. Ross-on-Wye, PCCS Books, 168-181.

Van Werde, D. (2002) The Falling Man: Pre-Therapy Applied to Somatic Hallucinating. Person-Centred Practice, 10, 2 101-107.

Van Werde, D. (2005) Facing Psychotic Functioning. Person-Centred Contact Work in Residential Psychiatric Care. In: Joseph, S., Worsley, R. Person-Centred Psychopathology: A Positive Psychology of Mental Health, 158-168.

Van Werde, D. & Morton, I. (1999) The Relevance of Prouty’s Pre-Therapy to Dementia Care. In: Morton, I., Person-Centred Approaches to Dementia Care. Bicester, Oxon, Winslow Press, 139-166.

Deadline for applications: Friday 3rd August 2007
 

For information and application forms for each of these particular modules, please contact Karen McDairmant, Professional Development Unit on 0141-950 3734 or email: karen.mcdairmant@strath.ac.uk
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